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(57) Abstract: An ACS circuit comprises a basic DPM holding section (1 1) for holding a basic DPM (differential path metric), a 
J^I basic DPM operation section (12) for operating a basic DPM, a reference DPM operation section (13) for operating a reference DPM 
^ other than the basic DPM, a basic DBM operation section (14) for operating a basic DBM (differential branch metric) required for 
calculation of the basic DPM, and a path selection section (15) for selecting a most likelihood path pertaining to Viterbi decoding in 
accordance with the basic DPM, reference DPM and basic DBM. The basic DPM operation section (12) operates a new basic DPM 
based on the basic DPM, reference DPM, basic DBM and selection result of a most likelihood path by the path selection section (15). 
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